
2021 Finalists  

One Book, One Community: 

Our Region Reads   

 

Read the enclosed summaries and then vote 

for your 2021 choice 

 One Book One Community organizers are once again asking 
the public to vote for next year’s One Book, One Community 
(OBOC) book selection!  The public vote initiative is a way to 
promote community involvement in the selection of the 
title, rather than handing over a single title each year.  This 
year there will be five titles on the ballot. The 2020 OBOC 
regional campaign represents collaboration between 40 
libraries in four counties: Cumberland, Dauphin, Perry 
and York. 

How the voting works… 

From a ballot with four book titles that made the final 
grade by the Book Selection committee, the public is asked 
to pick one of the books that they would be interested in 
reading and discussing in 2020.  To vote the public will go 
to www.oboc.org to access an online ballot.  For those who 
wish to fill out a paper ballot, go to participating libraries 
to cast the vote.   

 
One Book, Your Vote for the One Book 2020 title will take 
place October 1-31, 2020. The winner will be announced 
to the public in December 2020.  Reading of the One Book 
title will take place in January, and programs at the public   
libraries will begin in February, which is designated as both 
Library Lovers’ Month and Book Lovers’ Month.  Multiple    
copies of the winning title will be available at your local 
participating library beginning in January 2021. 

http://www.oboc.org


Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper                            

by Phaedra Patrick     2016 

Sixty-nine-year-old Arthur Pepper lives a simple 
life. He gets out of bed at precisely 7:30 a.m., just 
as he did when his wife, Miriam, was alive. He 
dresses in the same gray slacks and mustard 
sweater vest, waters his fern, Frederica, and 
heads out to his garden. 
 

But on the one-year anniversary of Miriam's 
death, something changes. Sorting through Miriam's possessions,  
Arthur finds an exquisite gold charm bracelet he is never seen before. 
What follows is a surprising and unforgettable odyssey that takes  
Arthur from London to Paris and as far as India in an epic quest to 
find out the truth about his wife's secret life before they met--a journey that 
leads him to find hope, healing and self-discovery in the most 
unexpected places. 

 

 

Founding Gardeners: The Revolutionary 
Generation, Nature, and the Shaping of 
the American Nation                                     
by Andrea Wulf    2011 
 
For the founding fathers, gardening, agriculture, 
and botany were elemental passions, as deeply 
ingrained in their characters as their belief in 
liberty for the nation they were creating. Andrea 
Wulf reveals for the first time this aspect of the 
revolutionary generation. She describes how, 
even as British ships gathered off Staten Island, George Washington 
wrote his estate manager about the garden at Mount Vernon; how a 
tour of English gardens renewed Thomas Jefferson’s and John Adams’s 
faith in their fledgling nation; how a trip to the great botanist John 
Bartram’s garden helped the delegates of the Constitutional Congress 
break their deadlock; and why James Madison is the forgotten father 
of American environmentalism. These and other stories reveal a guiding 
but previously overlooked ideology of the American Revolution. 
 

 

                                   

Lager Queen of Minnesota                           

by J. Ryan Stradal     2019 

Two sisters, one farm. A family is split when 
their father leaves their shared inheritance en-
tirely to Helen, his younger daughter. Despite 
baking award-winning pies at the local nursing 
home, her older sister, Edith, struggles to make 
what most people would call a living. So she 
can't help wondering what her life would have 
been like with even a portion of the farm money 
her sister kept for herself. 
 
With the proceeds from the farm, Helen builds one of the most suc-
cessful light breweries in the country, and makes their company motto 
ubiquitous: "Drink lots. It's Blotz." Where Edith has a heart as big as 
Minnesota, Helen's is as rigid as a steel keg. Yet one day, Helen will 
find she needs some help herself, and she could find a potential savior 
close to home. . . if it's not too late. 
 
Meanwhile, Edith's granddaughter, Diana, grows up knowing that the 
real world requires a tougher constitution than her grandmother pos-
sesses. She earns a shot at learning the IPA business from the ground 
up--will that change their fortunes forever, and perhaps reunite her 
splintered family? 
 

With Fire on High                                                
by Elizabeth Acevedo      2019   

With her daughter to care for and her abuela to 
help support, high school senior Emoni Santiago 
must make the tough decisions and do what 
must be done. The one place she can let her   
responsibilities go is in the kitchen, where she 
adds a little something magical to everything 
she cooks, turning her food into straight-up 
goodness. Still, she knows she does not have 
enough time for her school’s new culinary arts 

class, does not have the money for the class’s trip to Spain — and 
should not still be dreaming of someday working in a real kitchen. But 
even with all the rules she has for her life — and all the rules everyone 
expects her to play by — once Emoni starts cooking, her only real 
choice is to let her talent break free.   

 

 

 


